Partial deletion of the beta-globin gene: a common beta-thalassaemia allele in Asian Indians.
We have examined 11 families of Asian Indian origin, who are segregating beta-thalassaemia alleles, for coupled restriction enzyme site markers. A beta-thalassaemia deletion allele, which removes over 600 base pairs, is a common cause of thalassaemia in this population. This deletion can be conveniently detected in AvaII restriction enzyme digests. Consequently AvaII digests are particularly informative in this population because both the deletion and a coupled restriction site polymorphism may be simultaneously observed.